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Texas Center hosts 114 new judges during college

More than 100 of the
state’s newest judges got a
head start on their transition
from advocate to judge dur-
ing the Texas Center for the
Judiciary, Inc.’s College for
New Judges Dec. 4-9 in Dal-
las.

The 114-member class
was the largest number of
participants in the college’s
20-year history.

The college, tradition-
ally held the second week of
December, attracted newly
appointed judges and many
of the new appellate, district
and county court at law
Jjudges elected in November.

an appellate and trial judge program.
The appellate portion of College 94 fo-
cused on judicial opinion writing, de-
cision making, ethics and fairness. Trial
judges attended classes covering ethics,
fairness, evidence, trial management
and the judge’s relationship with. the
community and the media.

M. Kent Sims, Dean of the College
for New Judges and judge of the 31st
District Court in Wheeler, was joined
by 14 of the state’s most experienced
judges and other professionals to edu-

Photo taken by Matthew Reeves

College for New Judges attendees participate during class
session in Dallas at the Doubletree Hotel at Park West.

" cate the class members of the college.
The week-long college consisted of .
- ful to each new judge because of the
. commitment of the faculty and staff of
- the Texas Center to meet the needs of
. the participants.

Sims said the college was meaning-

“My grin got bigger each day be-

. cause the college was so successful,”
- Sims said. “Several participants told me
. they had ten times more confidence to
- serve the bench at the conclusion of the
. college than they did beforehand, and
- that’s really how we wanted them to
" feel”

The faculty’s objective, Sims said,

Texas Center commzttee begm '
search on mentoring progmms
r Texas trml ]udges ‘ ‘

was to help the new judges
make a smooth transition to
the impartial role they were
elected or appointed to uphold
and to help them develop sen-
sitivity to the ethical issues
that judges face both on and
off the bench.

“The faculty worked so
hard on communicating these
goals to their individual sub-
jects,” Sims said.

Terrie Livingston, who re-
cently took office on the 2nd
Court of Appeals in Fort
Worth, said she noticed the
faculty commitment and was
grateful for the opportunity to

* learn from such an outstanding and ac-
. tive group of judges.

“The faculty presence in the discus-
sion groups was great,” Livingston said.

© “That gave a lot of continuity to the
. course since the.faculty was sitting in

See College, page 3

1994-95
Texas Center
& Judicial Section
committee directories
inside, page 8
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State officials, leaders recommend changes in judicial selection

CAPITOL
W A T C H

Texas Legislature "95

State leaders are asking members of
the 74th Texas Legislature, which con-
vened Jan. 10, to foster changes in the
state’s judicial selection process.

A working group put together by Lt.
Governor Bob Bullock last summer,
outlined a plan to start a nonpattisan
system for choosing Texas’ district and
appellate judges in a Nov. 29 press re-
lease.

Implementation of the new system
would require state legislation and voter
approval to amend the Texas Constitu-
tion.

Members of the judicial reform group
include Supreme Court Chief Justice Tom
Phillips; Supreme Court Justice Bob
Gammage; Supreme Court Justice Jack
Hightower; Court of Criminal Appeals

- Presiding Judge Michael McCormick;
. Bill Whitehurst, an Austin attorney;
* George Christian, an Austin business-
. man; and Senators Tke Harris of Dallas,
- Chris Harris of Arlington, David Sibley
" of Waco, John Montford of Lubbock,
- Rodney Ellis of Houston and Greg Luna
- of San Antonio.

The working group’s recommenda-

" tions were attached to the Nov. 29 news
- release in a document entitled
" Sheet: Working Group Proposal Texas
. Judicial Selection Reform.” The fact
" sheet proposals outlined below are di-
. vided into two categories: selecting
" appellate judges and selecting district
- judges. @
" Selection Proposals below)

“Fact

(See Summary of Judicial

Summary of Judicial Selection Proposals

SELECTING APPELLATE JUDGES

BThe governor would appoint all appellate judges for
the Supreme Court, Court of Criminal Appeals and the
14 Courts of Appeals. These appointments would be
subject to Senate confirmation.

BTwo years after Senate confirmation, judges would
have to be approved by voters in an uncontested elec-
tion.

BIf approved, the judge would serve six more years
and face approval in uncontested elections every six
years. If rejected, the governor would appoint a new
judge for that seat, and the process would start again.

SELECTING STATE DISTRICT JUDGES

BAIll district judges would be elected in nonpartisan,
contested elections in odd-numbered years to keep se-
lection of these judges separate from the political pri-
maries held in even-numbered years. There would be
no runoffs. Therefore, the judicial candidate with the

most votes would be elected.

EAfter a district judge is elected in a contested race for
the first four-year term, the judge would face the voters
for approval in an uncontested election each subsequent
four years.

EThe district judge would have to run in a contested
election again after being approved in two uncontested
elections. If the district judge is ever rejected by the
voters, a new judge would be chosen in a contested,
nonpartisan election.

®@Harris, Dallas, Bexar and Tarrant Counties’ district
judge candidates would run their first election in county
commissioner precincts. After serving a first term,
judges would face approval from all voters in the county
in an uncontested election.

BIf a judge in one of these counties is rejected by the
voters or does not seek approval in an uncontested
election, a new judge would be chosen in a contested
election held in the county commissioner’s precinct in
which the outgoing judge was first elected.

EFor all other counties, district judges would be se-
lected district-wide.
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Committee studies mentoring programs for Texas

A special committee appointed by -
the Board of Directors of the Texas Cen- .
ter for the Judiciary, Inc. is studying the -
possibility of implementing a mentoring

program for new trial judges in Texas.

Committee members include Mari
Kay Bickett, executive director of the -
Texas Center for the Judiciary, Inc.; Paul
Davis, judge of the 200th District Court .
in Austin; M. Kent Sims, judge of the :
31st District Court in Wheeler and Bea .
Ann Smith, justice on the 3rd Court of -

Appeals in Austin,

In late November, the committee met -
with Blan Teagle, a consultant from the |
Florida Supreme Court Judicial Educa- -
tion Office in Tallahassee who advises |
considering -

. judges would expect if they had a men-
tor and if they thought it would be a .

state organizations
mentoring programs.

The committee discussed the char- .

acteristics of other state’s mentoring
programs, components of mentoring
program selection criteria, different ad-
ministrative structures and typical top-

ics and roles incorporated into mentor

relationships.

“We are trying to figure out what
experienced judges needed to know (as
new judges) and what are some of the
needs of the current structure that aren’t
met,” Davis said. “Then, we have to
identify whether a mentoring program
can fill that gap.”

Sims said he suspects that a Texas

mentoring program would serve our -

state judges well. “I can see it °
(mentoring) filling a void especially for .

new judges sitting on the bench before
the College for New Judges (in Decem-
ber each year),” Sims said.

Before any decisions are made about

the design and implementation of a po-
tential mentoring program for Texas,
the committee will conduct needs
assessment surveys to determine viabil-
ity.

The first survey was distributed to
the class of the College for New Judges
in December. Participants of the college
were elected to the bench for the first
time in November or recently were ap-
pointed to a vacant bench.

“We wanted to know what new

College

Continued from page 1
the audience most of the time. They

: _were able to make comments based on
* what they had heard earlier.”

Mari Kay Bickett, executive direc-

* tor of the Texas Center for the Judiciary,
. Inc., pointed to another benefit of at-
- tending the college.

“I think the new judges learned
they are not in this alone. There are

good idea,” Sims said.

Currently, the committee is analyz-
ing the surveys.

Another needs assessment survey
will be distributed to judges during the
Texas College of Advanced Judicial
Studies, which will be held March 5-8
in Austin.

“We’re hoping to get a comprehen-
sive assessment of what they (partici-
pants of Advanced Judicial Studies Col-
lege) needed to know as new judges and
a reassessment of the current curricu-
lum on how it can be complimented,”
Davis said.

Teagle said mentoring looks prom-
ising based on other states’ programs.
“The effort here is whether there’s
a need worth the time and money
to implement a program,” he said. &

other judges feeling the same anxieties,
asking the same questions and looking
forward to the challenges of the bench,”
Bickett said. “They developed a network
of colleagues.”

Bickett added, “Now, they under-
stand the wealth of experience and
knowledge their peers can offer. The
Texas Center’s ongoing programs will
help them in their pursuit of judicial
excellence through education.” B
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Advanced Studies
conference scheduled

The Texas Center for the Judiciary,
Inc.’s College of Advanced Judicial
Studies will be held March 5-8 at the
Omni and Marriott Hotels in downtown
Austin.

Michael Keasler, judge of the 292nd -

District Course in Dallas, is Dean of the
College for Advanced Judicial Studies.

The judicial education program will |

offer a combination of two-day and one-
day seminars.

Judges will receive their invitations
late this month and are encouraged to

sign-up for their chosen course soon -

after receiving the conference informa-
tion. The Advanced Studies courses

have limited enrollment, and sign-up |

is first come, first serve.

Registration will be Sunday, March

5. Classes will run Monday and Tues-

day. A general session will be held

Wednesday for all judges who attend.

CJE transcripts

Anneya Duron, registrar for the '

Texas Center for the Judiciary, Inc.,
records all your CJE (continuing judi-
cial education) hours. She will mail

transcripts with the total number of :

hours recorded in the Texas Center da-
tabase to each judge three times per year.

The CJE requirement for appellate,
district, statutory county court, county
court at law and statutory probate judges
is 16 hours per year and 30 hours during
the first year a judge takes the bench.

Duron mailed a CJE transcript to
each judge as of Dec. 16. Questions
concerning transcripts should be ad-
dressed to her at 800-252-9232 by Jan.
15.

After Feb. 1, the Education Com-
mittee will notify judges who have not

accumulated the minimum hours of -

education for the previous reporting
year. Upon receiving this notification,

a judge has 30 days to respond to the |
committee with a request for a waiver -

including a statement of the reason(s)
that prevented compliance.

Checking-out videos

Stop by the Texas Center for the Ju-
diciary, Inc. and browse through our ju-
dicial education video tapes.

Judges may check-out video tapes

" for 14-days. Video tapes may be re-

newed for one additional 14-day period.
Call Matthew Reeves at 800-252-
9232 to check-out tapes via mail. The
Texas Center charges $7.50 per video to
cover mailing and handling expenses.
New to the Texas Center Library is
the Advanced Judicial Learning Series:
Administrative Competence Curriculum
Guide. The guide also is ready for check-out.

Outstanding Jurists

" 1994 Texas Bar Foundation Outstanding
. Jurists Weldon Kirk {on far left], Presiding
- Judge of the 7th Administrative Region

and judge of the 32nd District Court in
Sweetwater, and Austin McCloud (on far

Appeals in Eastland, stand with Raymond
Kerr, Esq., Bar Foundation Board of
Trustees Chair, after receiving their awards
during the Judicial Section Annual
Conference in Dallos.

NJC scholarships

The National Judicial College is of-

. fering limited tuition scholarships for
- Texas judges for several judicial educa-
" tion courses in January, February,
- March and April. Call Anneya Duron
" at 800-252-9232 for more information.

. Qutgoing board,
- committee members

- Outgoing members of the Board of Directors
© of the Texas Center for the Judiciary, Inc.

(from left fo right] Manuel Banales, judge

. of the 105th District Court in Corpus Christi;
. Gus Strauss, Jr, judge of the 2nd 25th
- District Court in Halletsville; Mickey

Pennington, judge of the 38th District Court

" in Uvalde; and Immediate Past Chair Neel

Richardson, judge of the County Criminal

* Court at Law #8 in Houston stand fogether
" after receiving recognition plaques during
" the Judicial Section Annual Conference in

Dallas. The Texas Center staff is grateful for

* their service and support.

- OQulgoing members of the Executive
* Commitiee of the Judicial Section of the State
" Bar stand after receiving recognition
. plaques during the Judicial Section Annual
. Conference in Dallas. From left to right are

Immediate Past Chair Neel Richardson,

" judge of the County Criminal Court at Law
right), Chief Justice (Ret.), 11th Court of .
. judge in Dallas; Bill White, judge on the
- Court of Criminal Appedls in Austin and John

#8 in Houston; Dan Gibbs, a senior district

Fashing, judge of the County Court at Law

" #2 in El Paso. The Texas Center staff is
. grateful for their service and support.
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Above: Herman Gordon, a
senjor  district  judge in
Houston,  and his wife Phyllis
Gordon await lunch. )

Right: Clay Jenkinson of the
University of Nevada Reno
interprets the nation’s third
president, Thomas Jefferson.

Below: Harold Crossley,
D.D.S., Ph.D., of the University
of Maryland speaks to trial
and appellate judges about
the complexities of substance
abuse in our sociely.

LOOKING BACK

LI S T R T S T T S

Judicial Section
Annual Conference ’94

Judicial education, fellowship, fun

Above: Senior District Judge
Oliver S. Kitzman; Judge
Neel Richardson, immediate
past chair of the Judicial
Section Executive Commit-
tee; and Judge B.B. Schraub

discuss conference activities.

Left: Anneya Duron of the
Texas Center uses the
center’s new laptop com-
puter to help participants.

Photos taken by Matthew Reeves

Above: Neel Richardson, immediate past chair of the Judicial Section
Executive Committee and judge of the County Criminal Court at Law
#8 in Houston; Weldon Kirk, Presiding Judge of the 7th Administrative
Judicial Region and judge of the 32nd Distict Court in Sweetwater;
Mari Kay Bickett, executive director of the Texas Center for the Judi-
ciary, Inc.; and B.B. Schraub, Presiding Judge of the 3rd Administrative
Judicial Region in Seguin, prepare for dinner.
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Hon. Ray Adams
County Court at Law #6, San Antonio
Succeeding R. Robert Lozano

Heon. Javier Alvarez
County Court at Law # 3, El Paso
Succeeding Jack N. Ferguson

Hon. Maurice Amidei
14th Court of Appeals, Houston
“Succeeding Joe L. Draughn

Hon. John S. Anderson
14th Court of Appeals, Houston
Succeeding Bill Cannon

Hon. Ray Angelini
187th District Court, San Antonio
Succeeding Pat Priest

Hon. Bud Arnot
Chief Justice, 11th Court of Appeals, Eastland
Succeeding Austin McCloud

Hon. Russell Austin
Probate Court # 1, Houston
Succeeding John A. Hutchison, ITI

Hon. Jeannine Barr
182nd District Court, Houston
Succeeding Donald K. Shipley

Texas’

Hon. William F. Bell
281st District Court, Houston
Succeeding Louis M. Moore

Hon. Bill Bender
274th District Court, Seguin
Succeeding Fred A. Moore

Hon. Kenneth Wayne Booker
241st District Court, Tyler
Succeeding Joe Dodson Clayton

Hon. Jean Boyd
323rd District Court, Fort Worth
Succeeding Scott D. Moore

Hon. Lynn Bradshaw-Hull
County Civil Court at Law # 3, Houston
Succeeding Carolyn Day Hobson

Hon. Leslie Ann Brock-Yates
14th Court of Appeals, Houston
Vacant

Hon. Jo Robin Brown
County Criminal Court at Law #12, Houston
Succeeding Joseph T. Terracina

Hon. Diane Bull
County Criminal Court at Law #11, Houston
Succeeding David Mendoza, Jr.

Hon. Mamie Bush-Johnson
County Criminal Court of Appeals, Fort Worth
Succeeding Jake C. Cook

Hon. Frank Carmona
122nd District Court, Galveston
Succeeding Henry G. Dalehite, Jr.

e & a2 & e s e e« 2 e 2 s e s 3 .

Hon. Charles D. Carver
Criminal District Court # 1, Beaumont
Succeeding Lawrence J. Gist

Hon. John Cayce
2nd Court of Appeals, Fort Worth
Succeeding John Hill

Hon. Melchor Chavez
13th-Court of Appeals, Brownsville
Succeeding Gilberto Hinojosa

Hon. David W. Chew
8th Court of Appeals, El Paso
Succeeding Ward L. Koehler

Hon. Tracy E. Christopher
295th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Daniel M. Downey

Hon. Suzanne Covington
201st District Court, Austin
Succeeding Jerry Dellana

Hon. Mary Craft
314th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Robert B. Baum

Hon. Karen Crouch
County Court at Law # 8, San Antonio
Succeeding Miguel Rodriguez

Hon. Elizabeth Crowder
County Criminal Court # 7, Dallas
Succeeding John P. McCall

Hon. Cynthia Crowe

County Civil Court at Law # 4, Houston

Stcceeding Charles Coussons

Hon. Vic Cunningham
County Criminal Court # 8, Dallas
Succeeding John C. Hendrick

Hon. Kenneth D. Daniel
County Court at Law # 2, Sherman
Succeeding Kellis W. Sampson

Hon. Lee Ann Dauphinot
2nd Court of Appeals, Fort Worth
Succeeding Maryellen Hicks

Hon. Georgia Dempster
308:h District Court, Houston
Succeeding Bob W. Robertson

Hon. Joseph Devany
5th Court of Appeals, Dallas
Succeeding Barbara Rosenberg

Hon. Diane DeVasto
County Court at Law, Tyler
Succeeding Richard B. Patteson

Hon. John Devine
190th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Eileen Frances O’Neill

Hon. Charles G. Dibrell
County Court at Law # 2, Galveston
Succeeding Ronald L. Wilson

Hon. Willie B. DuBose
385th District Court, Midland
New Court

Hon. Sarah Duncan
4th Cowrt of Appeals, San Antonio
Succeeding Shirley Butts

Hon. Doug Durnford
County Court at Law # 1, Edinburg
Succeeding Roldolfo Delgado

Hon. Richard Edelman
14th Court of Appeals, Houston
Succeeding George T. Ellis

Hon. E. Kent Ellis
315th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Berta Alicia Mejia

Hon. Paul Enlow
141st District Court, Fort Worth
Succeeding Catherine Adamski Gant

Hon. David W. Evans
County Court at Law # 1, Dallas
Succeeding Richard Johnson

Hon. John H, Fostel
271st District Court, Decatur
Succeeding John R. Lindsey

administrators

Hon. Wanda McKee Fowler
14th Court of Appeals, Houston
Succeeding Ross A. Sears

Hon. Annette Galik
245th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Henry G. Schuble I

Hon. David Godbey
160th District Court, Dallas
Succeeding Lynn Skipworth Hunt

Hon. Noe Gonzalez
370th District Court, Edinburg
Succeeding Fidencio M. Guerra, Jr.

Hon. Paul W. Green
4th Court of Appeals, San Antonio
Succeeding David Peeples

Hon. David C. Guaderrama
243rd District Court, El Paso
Succeeding Herb Marsh, Jr.

Hon. Arthur R. Hadden
12th Court of Appeals, Tyler
Succeeding Bill Blass

Hon. Barbara Hale
County Court at Law, Huntsville
Succeeding Ann P. Baker

Hon. Richard Hall
270th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Ann Tyrell Cochran

Hon. Mackey Hancock
99th District Court, Lubbock
Succeeding Thomas L. Clinton
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Hon. Patricia Hancock
113th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Geraldine Tennant

Hon. H. Lon Harper
185th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Carl Walker, Jr.

Hon. Bonnie Crane Hellums
247th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Charles Dean Huckabee

Hon. Reagan Cartwright Helm
County Criminal Court at Law # 1, Houston
Succeeding Billy H. Ragan

Hon. Bill Henderson
311th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Bill Elliott

Hon. Kevin Henderson
County Court at Law # 1, Georgetown
Succeeding Timothy G. Maresh

Hon. Ricardo Herrera
County Court at Law # 1, El Paso
Succeeding David Briones

Hon. Harvey Hudson
14th Court of Appeals, Houston
Succeeding Sam Robertson, Jr.

Hon. Tom James
5th Court of Appeals, Dallas
Succeeding Joe Burnett

Hon. Donald L. Jarvis
County Court at Law # 1, Sherman
Succeeding Richard B. Pennell

Hon. Joel B. Johnson
156th District Court, Sinton
Succeeding W. Rachel Littlejohn

Hon. Richard Johnson
303rd District Court, Dallas
Succeeding Paula Larsen

Hon. Linda Z. Jones
County Court at Law, Seguin
Succeeding Fred J. Moore

Hon. Mary Lou Keel
232nd District Court, Houston
Succeeding A.D. Azios

Hon. Sharon Keller
Court of Criminal Appeals, Austin
Succeeding Chuck Miller

Hon. Oliver Kelley
169th District Court, Belton
Succeeding Stanton B. Pemberton

Hon. Howard Felix Klein
154th District Court, Littlefield
Succeeding Pat Boone, Jr.

Hon. Jan Krocker
184th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Robert Nelson Burdette

Hon. Paula Lanehart
County Court at Law # 3, Lubbock
Succeeding Mackey K. Hancock

Hon. Joe M. Leonard
196th District Court, Greenville
Succeeding Paul Banner

Hon. Janet Littlejohn
150 District Court, San Antonio
Succeeding Carleton B. Spears

Hon. Terrie Livingston
2nd Court of Appeals, Fort Worth
Succeeding Sidney C. Farrar, Jr.

Hon. Migdalia Lopez
County Court at Law # 2, Brownsville
Succeeding Adolfo G. Betancourt

Hon. Joe Loving
Probate Court # 3, Dallas
Succeeding Bill L. Bedard

Hon. Thomas Wilson Lowe ITI
236th District Court, Fort Worth
Succeeding Albert L. White, Jr.

Hon. Stephen W. Mansfield
Court of Criminal Appeals, Austin
Succeeding Charles F. Campbell

Hon. Debbie Mantooth
180¢th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Patricia Rae Lykos

Hon. Ann McClure
8th Court of Appeals, El Paso
Succeeding Paul McCollum

Hon. Lana McDaniel
203rd District Court, Dallas
Succeeding Thomas B. Thorpe

Hon. Lisa A. Millard
310th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Allen J. Daggett

Hon. Jerri Lee Mills
County Court at Law # 1, Angleton
Succeeding Anthony Willy

Hon. Frank Montalvo
288th District Court, San Antonio
Succeeding Raul Rivera

Hon. Marvin L. Moore
County Court at Law # 2, Midland
Succeeding James Fitz-Gerald

Hon. Watt Murrah
County Court at Law, Hondo
Succeeding Hugh H. Meyer

Hon. Mark Nancarrow
204th District Court, Dallas
Succeeding Lena Levario

Hon. Orlinda Naranjo
County Court at Law # 2, Austin
Succeeding Steve Russell

Hon. Priscilla Owen
Supreme Court of Texas, Austin
Succeeding Lloyd Doggett

Hon. Mark D. Owens
County Court at Law # 2, Odessa
Succeeding Robert E. Hollmann

Hon. Lauren Parish
115th District Court, Gilmer
Succeeding Finos L. Garrison

Hon. Joe Parnell
County Court at Law, Kaufman
New Court

Hon. Jay Patterson
101st District Court, Dallas
Succeeding Eric V. Moye

David Peeples
224th District Court, San Antonio
Succeeding Carolyn Spears-Peterson

Hon. James Pruitt
County Criminal Court # 2, Dallas
Succeeding Cas Dunlap

Hon. Brian Quinn
7th Court of Appeals, Amarillo
Succeeding H. Bryan Poff, Jr.

RS Rey-y

Hon. Graham Quisenberry
County Court at Law, Weatherford
Succeeding Fred M. Barker

Hon. Matthew Reue
County Court at Law # 1, Brenham
Succeeding Robert S. Pieratt

Hon. David Richards
2nd Court of Appeals, Fort Worth
Succeeding David Farris

Hon. Don Ritter
246th District Court, Houston
Succeeding John W. Peavy, Jr.

Hon. Jack Robison
207th District Court, New Braunfels
Succeeding Robert T. Pfeuffer

Hon. Nelda Vidaurri Rodriguez
13th Court of Appeals, Corpus Christi
Succeeding Noah Kennedy

Hon. Marisela Saldana
County Court at Law # 3, Corpus Christi
Succeeding Hilda G. Tagle

Hon. Cheryl Lee Shannon
305th District Court, Dallas
Succeeding Catherine S. Evans

Hon. Pat Shelton

313th District Court, Houston
Succeeding Robert L. Lowery

See New Judges on next page
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TExAs CENTER FOR THE JUDICIARY, INC.

1994-1995 BOARD of DIRECTORS

Hon. Ray Anderson, Chair
Judge, 121st District Court
500 W. Main, Room 302W
Brownfield, Texas 79316
(806) 637-7742

FAX (806) 637-8011

Hon. Bob Dickenson, Chair-Elect
Justice, 11th Court of Appeals

P.O. Box 228

Eastland, Texas 76648

(817) 629-2638

FAX (817) 629-2191

Hon. Neel Richardson,

- Immediate Past Chair

Judge,County Criminal Court at Law #8
301 San Jacinto, 2nd Flr

Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 755-6208

FAX (713) 755-8931

Hon. Linda B. Thomas,
Secretary/Treasurer

Chief Justice, 5th Court of Appeals
600 Commerce, 2nd Floor

Dallas, Texas 75202

(214) 653-6535

FAX (214) 745-1083

PLACE 1

Hon. Bea Ann Smith (1996)
Justice, 3rd Court of Appeals
P.O. Box 12547

Austin, Texas 78711

(512) 463-1690

FAX (512) 463-1685

PLACE 2

Hon. Tom Ramey, Jr. (1995)

Chief Justice, 12th Court of Appeals
1517 West Front Street, #354

Tyler, Texas 75702

(903) 593-8471

FAX (903) 593-2193

PLACE 3

Hon. M. Kent Sims (1996)
Judge, 31st District Court
P.O. Box 445

Wheeler, Texas 79096
(806) 826-5501

FAX (806) 826-3282

- PLACE4

. Hon. Fernando Mancias (1997)
- Judge, 93rd District Court

© P.O. Box 215

. Edinburg, Texas 78539

(210) 318-2255

* FAX (210) 318-4269

- PLACES

" Hon. Rick Morris (1997)
. Judge, 146th District Court
* P.O. Box 747

" Belton, Texas 76513

(817) 933-5261

- FAX (817) 933-5358

- PLACE 6

" Hon, Joe Carroll (1995)
. Judge, 27th District Court
- P.O. Box 747

. Belton, Texas 76513

(817) 933-5261

- FAX (817) 933-5238

- PLACE7

* Hon. Bob Parks (1997)

- Judge, 143rd District Court
- PO Box 205

" Monahans, Texas 79756

(915) 943-2749

. FAX (915) 943-3810

. PLACE S

* Hon. Suzanne Stovall (1996)

. Judge, County Court at Law #1

- Montgomery County Courthouse
" Conroe, Texas 77301

(409) 539-7831

- FAX (409) 788-8364

. PLACE 9
* Hon, Hannah Chow (1995)
- Judge, County Criminal Court at Law #5

301 San Jacinto, 2nd Floor

" Houston, Texas 77002
. (713) 755-6196
- FAX (713) 755-8795

. PLACE 10
* Hon. John T. Forbis (1996)
. Senior District Judge

1000 Hillcrest Dr.

: Childress, Texas 79201

(817) 937-3887

. FAX (817) 937-3479
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Texas CENTER FOR THE JUDICIARY, INC.

1994-1995
COMMITTEES

BUDGET COMMITTEE

Hon. Ray Anderson, Chair
Judge 121st District Court
500 W. Main, Room 302W
Brownfield, Texas 79316
(806) 637-7742

FAX (806) 637-8011

Hon. Bob Dickenson

Justice, 11th Court of Appeals
P.O. Box 228

Eastland, Texas 76448

(817) 629-2638

FAX (817) 629-2191

Hon. Neel Richardson

Judge, County Criminal Court at Law #8
301 San Jacinto, 2nd Floor

Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 755-6208

FAX (713) 755-8931

Hon. Linda B. Thomas

Chief Justice, 5th Court of Appeals
600 Commerce, 2nd Floor

Dallas, Texas 75202

(214) 653-6535

FAX (214) 745-1083

APPELLATE JUDGES EDUCATION
FUND COMMITTEE

Hon. Linda B. Thomas, Chair
Chief Justice, Sth Court of Appeals
600 Commerce, 2nd Floor

Dallas, Texas 75202

(214) 653-6535

FAX (214) 745-1083

Hon. William G. Arnot, ITT

Chief Justice, 11th Court of Appeals
P.O. Box 228

Eastland, Texas 76448

(817) 629-2638

FAX (817) 629-2191

Hon. Mack Kidd
Justice, 3rd Court of Appeals

- P.O. Box 12547
. Austin, Texas 78711
© (512) 463-1733
- FAX (512) 463-1685

. NOMINATING COMMITTEE

. Hon. George Thurmond, Chair
- Judge, 63rd District Court
* P.O. Drawer 1089
. Del Rio, Texas 78841-1089
- (210) 774-7523
"7 FAX (210) 774-1359

' Hon. Michael Keasler
. Judge, 292nd District Court

133 N. Industrial

. Dallas, Texas 75207
- (214) 653-5880
- FAX (214) 653-5777

: Hon. Neel Richardson
- Judge, County Criminal Court at Law #8

301 San Jacinto, Room 401

* Houston, Texas 77002
. (713) 755-6208
- FAX (713) 755-8931

. Hon. John Cornyn, III

" Justice, Supreme Court of Texas
. PO. Box 12248

- Austin, Texas 78711

T (512) 463-1332

. FAX (512) 792-5818

. Hon. Emil Karl Prohl

- Judge, 198th District Court
" Kerr County Courthouse

. Kerrville, Texas 78028

© (210) 257-5945

- FAX (210) 792-5818

. Hon. Robert Garza

. Judge, 138th District Court
* 974 E. Harrison Street

. Brownsville, Texas 78520

- (210) 544-0877

- FAX (210) 544-0841

" Hon. Austin McCloud
. Chief Justice (Ret.), 11th Court of Appeals
- P.O. Box 228
.. Eastland, Texas 76448
- (817) 629-2638
© FAX (817) 629-2191

Hon. V. Sue Koenig

. Judge, 360th District Court

100 N. Houston

. Fort Worth, Texas 76196-0290

(817) 884-2721

© FAX (817) 884-2591

Hon. Lee Waters

. Judge, 223rd District Court
- P.O. Box 2160
* Pampa, Texas 79066-2160

(806) 669-8014

. FAX (806) 669-8053

: SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

- Hon. Paul Davis, Chair

. Judge, 200th District Court
. P.O. Box 1748

: Austin, Texas 78767

(512) 473-9306

- FAX (512) 473-9332

. Hon. Weldon Kirk

Presiding Judge, 7th Administrative

. Judicial Region

- Judge, 32nd District Court
- P.O.Box 528

. Sweetwater, Texas 79556

(915) 235-3133

. FAX (915) 235-5886

. Hon. Michael Keasler
. Judge, 292nd District Court

133 N. Industrial

. Dallas, Texas 75207

(214) 653-5880

© FAX (214) 653-5777

* Mari Kay Bickett

. Executive Director

- 'Texas Center for the Judiciary, Inc.
© P.O. Box 12487

. Austin, Texas 78711

(512)463-1530

. FAX (512) 469-7664

. Hon. B. B. Schraub
. Presiding Judge, 3rd Administrative
- Judicial Region

101 E. Court Street, Room 205
Seguin, Texas 78155

. (210)379-8556
. FAX (210) 372-0400
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CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

Mari Kay Bickett, Chair

Texas Center for the Judiciary, Inc.
P.O. Box 12487

Austin, Texas 78711

(512) 463-1530

FAX (512) 469-7664

Hon. Dick Alcala

Judge, 340th District Court
Tom Green County Courthouse
San Angelo, Texas 76903
(915) 659-6571

Hon. Mark Atkinson

Judge, County Criminal Court at Law #13
301 San Jacinto, Room 401

Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 755-7950

FAX (713) 755-8931

Hon. Manuel Banales

Judge, 105th District Court
901 Leopard Street, Room 802
Corpus Christi, Texas 78401
(512) 888-0510

Hon. Michael Keasler
Judge, 292nd District Court
133 N. Industrial

Dallas, Texas 75207

(214) 653-5880

FAX (214) 653-5777

Hon. V. Sue Koenig

Judge, 360th District Court
100 N. Houston

Fort Worth, Texas 76196-0290
(817) 884-2721

FAX (817) 884-2591

Hon. M. Kent Sims
Judge, 31st District Court
P.O. Box 445

Wheeler, Texas 79096
(806) 826-5501

FAX (806) 826-3282

Hon. Suzanne Stovall

Judge, County Court at Law #1
Montgomery County Courthouse
Conroe, Texas 77031

(409) 539-7831

Hon. Linda B. Thomas
Chief Justice, 5th Court of Appeals
600 Commerce, 2nd Floor

: Dallas, Texas 75202
. (214) 653-6535
- FAX (214) 745-1083

. Blanca Briones, Ex Officio

* Chair of Texas Association for Court
" Administration

- 63rd Judicial District

* P.O. Drawer 1089

. Del Rio, Texas 78841-1089

. JUDICIAL PEER COMMITTEE

. Hon. Lamar McCorkle, Chair
- Judge, 133rd District Court

" 310 Fannin, 5th Floor

- Houston, Texas 77002

© (713) 755-6266

. BAX (713) 755-5779

Texas CENTER FOR THE JUDICIARY, INC.

1994-1995
COMMITTEES

. Hon. Scott Brister

- Judge, 234th District Court
" 301 Fannin, Room 212

- Houston, Texas 77002

© (713) 755-6262

. FAX (713) 755-5779

" Hon. Joe D. Clayton

. Judge, 241st District Court
* P.O. Box 328

. Tyler, Texas 75710

< (903) 535-0600

" FAX (903) 533-9687

* Hon. Hal C. Gaither, Jr.

- Judge, 304th District Court
- 600 Commerce, 6th Floor

. Dallas, Texas 75202

. (214) 653-7295

© FAX (214) 653-7155

- Hon. Larry Gist

_ Judge, Criminal District Court
- P.O. Box 3707

* Beaumont, Texas 77704

. (409) 835-8432

- FAX (409) 839-2326

* Hon. Brent Keis
: Judge, County Court at Law #1

100 W. Weatherford Street, Room 440A

- Fort Worth, Texas 76196-0240
. (817) 884-2761

. Hon. Andrew Kupper, Jr.

- Judge, 286th District Court

" Hockley County Courthouse #15
. Levelland, Texas 79336

© (806) 894-8240

. FAX (806) 894-8917

" Hon. John Specia

. Judge, 225th District Court
+ Bexar County Courthouse

" San Antonio, Texas 78205
- (210) 220-2233

 FAX (210) 220-2945

- Hon. Ralph Taite
- Judge, County Criminal Court #4

133 N. Industrial, 3rd Floor

: Dallas, Texas 75207-4313
. (214) 653-5637
- FAX (214) 653-5777

- Professor Daisy Hurst Floyd, Ex-Officio
* Texas Tech University School of Law

. P.O. Box 40004

- Lubbock, Texas 79409-0004

- (806) 742-3791

* Debra Montagne, Ex-Officio

. Director of Professional Development
- 301 San Jacinto, Room 401

" Houston, Texas 77002

. (713) 755-5394

. Bob Wessels, Ex-Officio

- Court Manager

" 301 San Jacinto, Room 401
. Houston, Texas 77002

© (713) 755-5394

- Bonnie Wolbrueck, Ex-Officio

" District Clerk, Williamson County
. PO.Box 24

* Georgetown, Texas 78627

- (512) 869-4426

. SUPREME COURT & COURT OF
- CRIMINAL APPEALS LIAISON
" COMMITTEE

" Hon. Weldon Kirk, Chair
. Presiding Judge, 7th Administrative
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Judicial Region

Judge, 32nd District Court
P.O. Box 528

Sweetwater, Texas 79556
(915) 235-3133

Hon. Ray Anderson
Judge, 121st District Court
500 W. Main, Room 302W
Brownfield, Texas 79316
(806) 637-7742

FAX (806) 637-8011

Hon. Bob Dickenson

Justice, 11th Court of Appeals
P.O. Box 228

Eastland, Texas 76648

(817) 629-2638

FAX (817) 629-2191

Hon. Neel Richardson

Judge, County Criminal Court at Law #8
301 San Jacinto, Room 401

Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 755-6208

FAX (713) 755-8931

Hon. Linda B. Thomas

Chief Justice, 5th Court of Appeals
600 Commerce, 2nd Floor

Dallas, Texas 75202

(214) 653-6535

FAX (214) 745-1083

Hon. Bob Parks

Judge, 143rd District Court
P.O. Box 205

Monahans, Texas 79756
(915) 943-2749

FAX (915) 943-3810

Hon. Sherman Ross

Judge, County Criminal Court at Law #10
301 San Jacinto, Room 401

Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 755-6216

FAX (713) 755-8931

JupiciAL SEctioN
1994-1995
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
& COMMITTEES

Hon. Ray D. Anderson, Chair
Judge, 121st District Court

" 500 W. Main, Room 302W
. Brownfield, Texas 79316

© (806) 637-7742

. FAX (806) 637-8011

" Hon. Bob Dickenson, Chair-Elect
. Justice, 11th Court of Appeals

- P.O. Box 228

. Eastland, Texas 76648

- (817) 629-2638

- FAX (817) 629-2191

- Hon. Neel Richardson, Immediate

. Past Chair

- Judge, County Criminal Court at Law #8
* 301 San Jacinto, 2nd Floor

. Houston, Texas 77002

- (713) 755-6208

- FAX (713) 755-8931

* Hon. Thomas H. Bacus,

. Secretary / Treasurer

- Judge, County Court at Law #2
- 900 7th Street

. Wichita Falls, Texas 76301

© (817) 766-8111

. FAX (817) 766-8181

- PLACE1
. Hon. Ben Z. Grant (1997)
© Justice, 6th Court of Appeals

100 N. State Line Ave.

: Texarkana, Texas 75501
© (908) 798-3046
. FAX (908) 798-3034

. PLACE2

- Hon. Rose Spector (1996)

* Justice, Supreme Court of Texas
. PO. Box 12248

- Austin, Texas 75711

- (512) 473-9306

- FAX (512) 473-9332

. PLACE 3

- Hon. Paul Davis (1996)

. Judge, 200th District Court
-~ P.O. Box 1748

. Austin, Texas 78767

. (512) 473-9306

- FAX (512) 473-9332

. PLACE 4
* Hon. V. Sue Koenig (1996)
. Judge, 360th District Court

100 Houston

- Fort Worth,Texas 76196-0290
- (817) 884-2721

- FAX (817) 884-2591

- PLACE 5

" Hon. Lamar McCorkle (1997)
- Judge, 133rd District Court

* 301 Fannin, 5th Floor

: Houston, Texas 77002

< (713) 755-6266

- FAX (713) 755-5779

" PLACE 6

. Hon. Bill McCoy (1995)
- Judge, 358th District Court
" 300 N. Grant, Room 322

. Odessa, Texas 79761 =
© (915) 335-3150

. FAX (915) 335-3112

" PLACE7

. Hon. Elma Salinas Ender (1995)
- Judge, 341st District Court

. P.O. Box 1598

- Laredo, Texas 78042-1598
©(210) 721-2625

. FAX (210) 718-8558

. PLACES8

- Hon. Sarah Garrahan-Moulder
©(1997)

. Judge, County Court at Law #4

* Bexar County Justice Center #2090
. San Antonio, Texas 78205-3018

- (210) 220-2426

- FAX (210) 220-2935

- PLACE9

. Hon. Jerry Lewis (1995)

- Judge, County Criminal Court at Law #2
© 210 S. McDonald #534

. McKinney,Texas 75069

© (214) 548-4517

. FAX (214) 548-4698

" PLACE 10

. Hon. Max N. Osborn (1997)
- Former Chief Justice

. 8th Court of Appeals

- 6408 La Cadena Dr.

" El Paso, Texas 79912

. (915) 581-0685

. APPELLATE JUDGES
~ LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

* Hon, Marilyn Aboussie, Chair (1995)
. Justice, 3rd Court of Appeals
- P.O. Box 12547
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Austin, Texas 78711
(512) 463-1733
FAX (512) 463-1685

Hon. Eric Andell (1996)
Justice, 1st Court of Appeals
1307 San Jacinto, 10th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 655-2708

FAX (713) 752-2304

Hon. James Baker (1996)
Justice, Sth Court of Appeals
600 Commerce

Dallas, Texas - 75202

(214) 653-6768

FAX (214) 745-1083

Hon. Richard Barajas (1997)
Chief Justice, 8th Court of Appeals
500 City-County Building, #1203
El Paso, Texas 79901

(915) 546-2242

FAX (915) 546-2252

Hon. Carlton Dodson (1997)
Justice, 7th Court of Appeals
P. O. Box 9540

Amarillo, Texas 79105
(806) 342-2650

FAX (806) 342-2675

Hon. Austin McCloud (1995)

Chief Justice (Ret.), 11th Court of Appeals
P. O. Box 228

Eastland, Texas 76448

(817) 629-2638

FAX (817) 629-2191

* Odessa, Texas 79761
- (915) 335-3150
- FAX (915) 335-3112

. Hon. Mickey Pennington (1997)

- Judge, 38th District Court

. Uvalde County Courthouse #17, 2nd Floor
- Uvalde, Texas 78801

" (210) 278-3913

. FAX (210) 278-3913

. Hon. Rogelio Valdez (1997)
- Judge, 357th District Court

' 974 E. Harrison Street

. Brownsville, Texas 78520

© (210) 544-0837

© FAX (210) 544-0841

" Hon. Don Windle (1996)

. Judge, County Court at Law #3
- 401 W. Hickory, Room 612

. Denton, Texas 76201

- (817) 565-8639

© FAX (817) 565-5505

JupiciaL SEcTiON

1994-1995
COMMITTEES

* Hon. Shelly Hancock, Ex-Officio

. Judge, County Criminal Court at Law #7
+ 301 San Jacinto, Room 401

. Houston, Texas 77002

- (713) 755-6204

TRIAL JUDGES LEGISLATIVE
COMMITTEE

Hon. Marvin Marshall, Chair (1995)
Judge, 242nd District Court

500 Broadway, #340

Plainview, Texas 79072

(806) 293-9394

Hon. Richard Bianchi (1996)
Judge, 33rd District Court
301 Fannin, Room 604
Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 755-7760

Hon. Bill McCoy (1995)
Judge, 358th District Court
300 N. Grant, Room 322

- AUDIT COMMITTEE

- Hon. Thomas H. Bacus, Chair

" Judge, County Court at Law #2

. 900 7th St.

© Wichita Falls, Texas 76301-2441
- (817) 766-8111

. FAX (817) 766-8181

. Hon. Bob Brotherton

* Judge, 30th District Court

900 7th Street., #360

- Wichita Falls, Texas 76301-2441
© (817) 766-8180 ext. 372

- Hon. David Farris
. Justice, 2nd Court of Appeals

100 Weatherford

: Fort Worth, Texas 76196
. (817) 884-1900

- Hon. Vincent G. Sprinkle

- Judge, County Court at Law #3
* Tarrant County Courthouse

. Fort Worth, Texas 76196

- (817) 884-1917

- FAX (817) 884-3254

* Hon. Roger Towery

. Judge, 97th District Court
- P. O. Box 530

" Henrietta, TX 76365

. (817) 538-4314

- FAX (817) 538-4431

- COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL ETHICS

© Hon. Murry Cohen, Chair (1995)
- Justsice, 1st Court of Appeals

1307 San Jacinto, 10th Floor

" Houston, Texas 77002
. (713) 655-2724
+ FAX (713) 752-2304

- Hon. Richard Barajas (1997)

© Chief Justice, 8th Court of Apppeals
. 5000 City-County Building, #1203

- El Paso, Texas 79901

- (915) 546-2242

- FAX (915) 546-2252

. Hon. Wilford Flowers (1996)
- Judge, 147th District Court

" PO. Box 1748

. Austin, Texas 78767

© (512) 473-9311

- Hon. Glen N. Harrison (1995)
. Judge, County Court at Law

. P. 0. Box 1304

© Sweetwater, Texas 79556

. (915) 235-2353

« FAX (915) 235-5886

- Hon. Sherman Ross (1996)

© Judge, County Criminal Court at Law #10
. 301 San Jacinto, 401

* Houston, Texas 77002

- (713) 755-6216

- FAX (713) 755-8931

. Hon. William R. Shaver (1996)
- Judge, 140th District Court

. P.O.Box 10536

- Lubbock, Texas 79408
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(806) 767-1019
FAX (806) 767-1381

Hon. Bea Ann Smith (1997)
Justice, 3rd Court of Appeals
P. O. Box 12547

Austin, Texas 78711

(512) 463-1690

FAX (512) 463-1685

Hon. Suzanne Stovall (1995)
Judge, County Court at Law #1
Montgomery County Courthouse
Conroe, Texas 77301

(409) 329-7831

FAX (409) 788-8364

Hon. Carolyn Wright-Sanders (1997)
Judge, 256th District Court '
600 Commerce St., 5th Floor

Dallas, Texas 75202

(214) 653-6449

FAX (214) 653-6167

* Bellville, Texas 77418
. (409) 865-5911 ext. 161
- FAX (409) 865-8786

. Hon. John Specia

- Judge, 225th District Court
. Bexar County Courthouse

- San Antonio, Texas 78205
" (210) 220-2233

* Hon. Al Walvoord

. Judge, County Court at Law
. 200 W. Wall

" Midland, Texas 79701

. (915) 688-1149

- FAX (915) 688-1809

- Hon. Darlene Whitten

" Judge, County Court at Law #1
. 210 S. Woodrow Lane

- Denton, Texas 76205

© (817) 898-5870

- FAX (817) 569-8617

JUVENILE JUSTICE COMMITTEE

Hon. Martin Chiuminatto, Chair
Judge, County Court at Law

P. O. Box 1556

Kingsville, Texas 78363

(512) 595-8565

FAX (512) 595-8525

Hon. Eric Andell

Justice, 1st Court of Appeals
1307 San Jacinto, 10th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 655-2708

FAX (713) 752-2304

Hon. Hal C. Gaither, Jr.
Judge, 304th District Court
600 Commerce, 6th Floor
Dallas, Texas 75202
(214) 653-7295

FAX (214) 653-7155

Hon. Berta Mejia

Judge, 315th District Court
1115 Congress, 4th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
(713) 755-6480

FAX (713) 756-7253

Hon. Gladys Oakley
Judge, County Court at Law
One E. Main St.

JubiciAL SEcTION

1994-1995
COMMITTEES

.. SITE SELECTION COMMITTEE

. Hon. Mary Anne Bramblett, Chair
- Judge, 41st District Court

. 501 E. Overland, Room 1006-A

. El Paso, Texas 79901

© (915) 546-2149

- Hon. Ray Anderson

. Judge, 121st District Court
. 500 W. Main, Rm. 302W

* Brownfield, Texas 79316

. (806) 637-7742

+ FAX (806) 637-8011

- Hon. Manuel Banales

- Judge, 105th District Court

. 901 Leopard Street, Room 802
- Corpus Christi, Texas 78401

o (512) 888-0510

- FAX (512) 888-0779

. Hon. Ronald Enns

- Judge, 69th District Court
. P.O. Box 1049

- Dalhart, Texas 79022

© (806) 249-2912

- Mari Kay Bickett, Ex-Officio

" Executive Director

. Texas Center for the Judiciary, Inc.
* P.O. Box 12487

. Austin, Texas 78711

- (512) 463-1530

- FAX (512) 469-7664

- Tricia Hall, Ex-Officio

. Director of Education Conferences
- Texas Center for the Judiciary, Inc.
© P.O. Box 12487

. Austin, Texas 78711

-+ (512) 463-1530

- FAX (512) 469-7664

. RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

. Hon. Billy John Edwards, Chair
- Judge, 104th District Court

* Taylor County Courthouse

. Abilene, Texas 79602

- (915) 674-1313

. Hon. Molly Francis
© Judge, County Criminal Court #9

133 N. Industrial, 4th Floor

: Dallas, Texas 75207
- (214) 653-5680

" Hon. B. B. Schraub
. Presiding Judge, 3rd Administrative
+ Judicial Region

101 E. Court Street, Room 205

. Seguin, Texas 78155
© (210) 379-8556

. NOMINATING COMMITTEE

" See Texas Center Committee listing

. PROGRAM COMMITTEE

" Hon. Bob Dickenson, Chair
. Justice, 11th Court of Appeals
- P.O. Box 228

" Eastland, Texas 76648

- (817) 629-2638

© FAX (817) 629-2191

* Members to be announced
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No. 173 Issued September 28, 1994

Ex parte communications
with a municipal judge;
Municipal judge acting as
attorney for same city;
Mupnicipal judge acting as
practicing attorney

What is a municipal court
Q judge’s ethical obligation upon
receiving ex parte communication from
a criminal defendant concerning a
pending case?

A Judicial Ethics Opinion 154

(1993) discusses a judge’s obli-
gation when receiving ex parte commu-
nication in writing. The general consid-
erations discussed there also apply here.
It should be noted that Canon 3A(4) and
(5) discussed in Opinion 154 have been
amended by the new code effective March
1, 1994. Comparable provisions are now
found in Canon 3B(8) of the present code;
however, it should also be noted that
Canon 3B(8) does not apply to justice and
municipal court judges. See Canon
6C(1)(a). Instead, Canon 6C(2) of the
present code applies to municipal and
justice court judges receiving ex parte
communications.

Canon 6C (2) provides that a justice
or municipal court judge should not con-
sider ex parte communications concern-
ing the merits of a pending judicial pro-
ceeding, unless authorized by law or by
one of the seven listed exceptions to that
rule. Thus, justice and municipal court
judges may comply with Canon 6C(2) by
doing the following:

1. Upon receiving an ex parte phone
call, the judge should inform the caller
that ex parte communication is prohib-
ited unless it falls within one of the ex-
ceptions of Canon 6C(2). The judge
should then converse with the caller in
order to determine if the call is a proper
ex parte communication allowed by
Canon 6C(2) or an improper ex parte
communication. If improper, the judge
should inform the caller that the com-
munication is improper, that such com-

" munication should cease, that the judge
. will take no action whatsoever in re-

sponse to the call, and that no improper

. communication should take place in the
* future. The call should then be ended.

: Q2 May a municipal court judge si-

multaneously serve as city at-

© torney for the same city?

: Az Regarding question No. 2, a -

municipal court judge should

- not simultaneously serve as an attorney
. for the same city. Such action compro-
- mises the independence of the judiciary.
" Tt violates numerous code provisions in-
- cluding, at least, the following:

1) Canon 1, which requires a judge

" to uphold the integrity and indepen-
. dence of the judiciary; 2) Canon 2A,
* which requires a judge to act at all times
. in a manner that promotes public con-
" fidence in the integrity and impartial-
: ity of the judiciary; 3) Canon 2B, which
* provides that a judge should not allow
. any relationship to influence judicial
- conduct or judgment nor shall a judge
. convey or permit others to convey the
- impression that they are a special posi-
" tion to influence the judge; 4) Canon
- 3A, which requires that a judge’s judi-
. cial duties take precedence over all the
- judge’s other activities; 5) Canon 3B(2),
" which provides that a judge shall not
- be swayed by partisan interest, public
" clamor or fear of criticism; 6) Canon
- 3B(5), which requires that a judge per-
" form judicial duties without bias; 7)
. Canon 4D(1), which requires that a
" judge refrain from financial and busi-
. ness dealings that tend to reflect ad-

versely on the judge’s impartiality, inter-
fere with the proper performance of judi-
cial duties, exploit his or her judicial po-
sition, or involve the judge in frequent
transaction with persons likely to come
before the court on which the judge
serves; 8) Canon 41, which provides that
a judge may receive compensation if the
source of such payments does not give
the appearance of impropriety and 9)
Canon 5(1), which provides that a judge
shall not make statements that indicate
an opinion on any issue that may be sub-

. ject to judicial interpretation by the of-
- fice which he holds.

Q3 May a municipal court judge
who is a practicing attorney pre-
side in a case when one of his clients is
a party?
A3 Regarding question 3, a mu-

nicipal court judge who is a

" practicing attorney should not preside

in a case in which one of his clients is a
party. Doing so would violate all of the
Canons listed in the previous para-
graph. In such a case, the judge should
recuse himself. See Judicial Ethics
Opinion 172 for further guidance.

B No. 174  Issued October 24, 1994

. Passing out criminal
" attorney business cards
- to unrepresented defendants

Does the Code allow a judge to
give to unrepresented criminal
defendants business cards of the Harris
County Criminal Lawyers Association?

A The Harris County Criminal
Lawyers Association is a private
and voluntary organization of criminal
defense attorneys. The organization has
asked district and county court judges
to provide unrepresented defendants
with a business card urging the defen-
dant to call the association for referral
to a lawyer among its members.
Canon 2B states that a judge should
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not lend the prestige of judicial office to
advance the private interests of others,
nor shall a judge convey or permit others
to convey the impression that they are in
a special position to influence the judge.
The Committee concludes that by pre-
senting the association’s business card,
the judge would be advancing the pri-
vate interests of the association and its
members, in violation of Canon 2B.

No 175 Issued November 2, 1994

Probate court investigator
serving simultaneously as
master in the same court

May a probate judge appoint a
Q person to serve simultaneously
in the same court as both a master un-
der Section 574.0085 of the Health and
Safety Code and as a probate court in-
vestigator under Section 25.0025 of the
Government Code?

May a person appointed to be
a probate court master simul-

taneously serve in the same court as a
court investigator?

FACTS ASSUMED

The person serving as statutory pro-
bate court investigator would file appli-
cations for guardianship for indigent in-
capacitated persons.

A 1 The committee has previously

declined to answer a question
concerning who a judge may appoint
as a master because that is a question
of law as distinguished from a question
of ethics. See Opinion No. 79 (1985).

Whether a person is qualified to be
appointed a master is a question of law.
As we stated in Opinion No. 79, the only
foreseeable ethical consideration would
be if a judge knowingly appointed a
person who was not qualified or made
an appointment in disregard of Canon
3C4).

Because the Committee assumes the
judge would only appoint a qualified

" person and would follow the
- requirements of Canon 3C(4), the
- Committee declines to answer the ques-
. tion for the same reasons it declined to
" answer a similar question in Opinion
. No. 79.

A In Opinion No. 104 (1987)
and again in Opinion No. 127

. (1989), the Committee concluded that
*ajudge should not prepare pleadings to
. begin the process of civil commitment
- for mentally ill persons. The Commit-
. tee adheres to those conclusions and

concludes that a master should not do

. so for the same reasons stated in Opin-
* ions 104 and 127.

Even if the Master does not prepare

- applications for guardianship or other
. pleadings, the Committee concludes
* that he should not simultaneously serve
. in the same court as an investigator. In
* Opinion No. 166 (1993), the Commit-
. tee concluded that a master conducting
* probable cause hearings and mental
. commitment cases should not appear as
* an attorney on unrelated matters in the
. same court he serves as a master.

Opinion No. 166 was based on

. Canon 6D, which provides that a part-
* time master should not “practice law”
- in the court in which he or she serves.
- Although the duties of a court investi-
. gator may not include practicing law
- and may therefore not be expressly pro-
- hibited by Canon 6D(2), such simulta-
- neous service would contravene other
" code provisions.

These include, at least, the follow-

. ing: 1) Canon 1, which requires a judge
- to uphold the integrity and indepen-

" dence of the judiciary; 2) Canon 2(A)
- which requires a judge to act at all times
" in a manner that promotes public con-
. fidence in the integrity and impartial-
© ity of the judiciary; 3) Canon 2B, which
. provides that a judge should not allow
" any relationship to influence judicial
. conduct or judgment nor shall a judge
" convey or permit others to convey the
. impression that they are in a special
* position to influence the judge; 4)
. Canon 3A, which requires that a judge’s
" judicial duty takes precedence over all
. the judge’s other activities; 5) Canon

3B(2), which provides that a judge shall

. not be swayed by partisan interests, pub-
- lic clamor or fear of criticism; 6) Canon
. 3B(5), which requires that a judge per-
- form judicial duties without bias; 7)
. Canon 4D(1), which requires that a
- judge refrain from financial and busi-
. ness dealings that tend to reflect ad-
- versely on the judge’s impartiality, in-
- terfere with the proper performance of
- judicial duties, exploit his or her judi-
- cial position, or involve. the judge in
- frequent transactions with persons
- likely to come before the court on which
. the judge serves; 8) Canon 41, which
" provides that a judge may receive com-
- pensation if the source of such payments
* does not give the appearance of influ-
. encing the judge’s performance of ju-
- dicial duties or otherwise give the ap-
. pearance of impropriety and 9) Canon
* 5(1), which provides that a judge shall
. not make statements that indicate an
" opinion on any issue that may subject
. to judicial interpretation by the office
- which he holds. The Committee con-
. cludes that serving simultaneously as a
- master and court investigator would be
. likely to cause a conflict with all of these
* provisions.

In Opinion No. 173 (1994), the

- Committee cited all these provisions in
- concluding that a municipal court judge
- should not simultaneously serve as city
. attorney for the same city. The Com-
- mittee believes that the same conflicts
. are inherent when a probate court mas-
- ter serves simultaneously as the court’s
" investigator.
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